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Introduction
The American health care reform has been created a contentious debate in the last five years, especially since the enactment of the ACA or Obamacare. With the Democratic and Republican side expressing their different views on what they believe is best for the Americans. The change in the administration has even escalated the debate further; with the Republicans threatening to repeal the ACA and enact another policy which they think is best for millions of Americans who cannot access quality and affordable healthcare. This essay highlights and discusses the views of both Republicans and Democrats on the Affordable Care Act or ACA. Even though political polarization has escalated in the past recent years, but there are some potential views that can help improve public policy in the United States. 
Positive Views from Democratic Side
The Democratic view that health care in the United States should cover everyone irrespective of the racial group, socioeconomic status or political background is not only positive but is likable. While discussing the views from the different political divide, Luhby (2017) argues that the primary goal of Affordable Care Act or Obamacare as it is popularly known in the U.S was to ensure that all Americans have insurance coverage. According to the author, the ACA created an insurance exchange for people who want medical insurance cover and also expanded the Medicaid for individuals from low-income backgrounds (Luhby, 2017). This is a positive view because, despite the political differences, the Democrats showed that they cared about the people who cannot have access to affordable and quality health care because it is expensive. For the Democrats, Obamacare would offer mix incentives to entice people to seek medical cover. This will generally improve the health care state in the United States and the lives of its people. 
Another point that the Democratic side has shown regarding Obamacare is the premium subsidy for those who seek to register for the medical cover but are unable to get the whole amount. According to Hall and Lord (2014), the Federal government would be given the responsibility to provide a helping hand to those who come from low-income families and moderate-income families to access affordable health care through a premium subsidy program. According to Luhby (2017), the lesser the person seeking the medical cover gets the greater the subsidy that he or she will get from the government. Politicians are elected to go and present the problems of the people to the government. What Democrats have shown in supporting government subsidy is one positive way to ensure that socioeconomic discrimination is reduced. American has been associated with different forms of discrimination, racial, social class, and gender. But, no political side has shown positive and remarkable commitment to try to reduce such discrimination. As Yarvin (2018) explains, politicians have always used public policies to advance their political careers, but nothing significant comes to the citizens. For instance, based on Pew Research poll in 2014, the Republicans tried to repeal the ACA almost 50 times but failed. However, the same research showed that about 64% of the Republican voters considered the ACA very important (Yarvin, 2018). Kapur (2018) further explains that the recent midterm election was dominated by the political debates over the coverage of pre-existing conditions.
Lastly, the Democrats have also shown positive views from their support to include people with pre-existing conditions in the insurance coverage. One of the sectors that have experienced a high rate of discrimination is health care. The Democratic side has tried to resolve this problem by barring insurers from discriminating against those who have pre-existing conditions. Therefore, in their opinion, the insurer cannot reject someone who had been sick before (Luhby, 2017). 
Positive Republican Views on ACA
First, the Republicans have also expressed their wise opinions regarding the ACA policy by supporting universal access. Even though they have shown the intention of changing and repealing the ACA, their alternative also seem to support universal access to better health care services to all Americans. According to Luhby (2017), the Republicans may have a different take, especially regarding the coverage, but they are also seeking to make health insurance more accessible just like their Democratic counterparts. They have also shown the interest in advocating for the people who cannot afford quality health care.  
 Also, the comprehensive benefits debate that the Republicans have been advocating for since the enactment of ACA is another positive view that they have shown in their argument. According to Luhby (2017), the Republicans view on health care coverage has widely revolved around comprehensive coverage, which provides insurers with options to choose the benefits that they want. This is important because they are working with logic. For example, it would be senseless for a 55-year old woman to pay for maternity benefits and yet she is not planning on giving birth. As Norris (2018) explains the Republicans’ view on expanding the Medicaid does not only involve repealing the ACA, but it involves giving the states a free hand to modernize the Medicaid through block-granting. 
Lastly, the Republicans have also demonstrated mature discussions in their tax credits proposal, which also supports aims at covering the premiums. Luhby (2017) explains that even though the Republicans have also demonstrated the intention to support the premium covers, their policy, however, seeks to give credits based on age. Majority of the young people in America may be suffering from serious illnesses, but they still have opportunities unlike the old who may have retired and used their entire mortgage to pay for health care bills. Therefore, this proposal by the Republicans to offer premium credits based on age will be not only effective but efficient way to ensure that the neediest get the benefits.
Negative Democratic views on ACA
First, the Democrats proposal to implement the ACA seems like forcing an insurance policy on people. The ACA covers a lot of problems, but it does not put into consideration the other aspects that are involved in health care coverage. This might be the reason why the policy has not worked perfectly since its implementation in 2014. Krugman (2018) argues that even though Obamacare has delivered in terms of health care insurance coverage, but it has also failed in some aspects. For instance, the policy has not been successful as its proponents expected (Frey, 2014). 
Secondly, the proposal to impose a 40% tax levy on the amount the employer pays is not right, especially when it is implemented without proper consultation (Luhby, 2017). The Democrats go against their very name, which shows that there is no democracy in the process. The policy may be good, but when it is coerced on the throat of the employers to take the burden of paying more for their employees to be covered clearly indicates that the Democrats are nothing but hypocrites. 
Lastly, the Democrats, like their Republican counterparts, have been arguing a lot about the ACA without giving consideration to anything that may need change. As a policy, there is a need to allow assessment and identify where there are shortcomings to fix. According to Merica, Berg, and Burlij (2018), politicians have been arguing a lot about the health care reforms, but nothing is done to make the changes. Like the other side, Democrats have also been using the health care reforms to get personal benefits, especially during campaigns (Merica et al., 2018).
Negative Republican views on ACA
First, the Republicans have constantly been opposing the ACA for eight years since it was enacted because they are from a different political side. This kind of selfishness has escalated the debate on health care policy reforms in the past recent years. According to Irwin (2017), the Republicans are willing to accept wrenching consequences to achieve their political ambitions of repealing the ACA. 
Secondly, like their Democratic counterparts, the Republicans have also been using public policies like ACA to campaign and advance their political ambitions. According to Kapur (2018), the midterm elections in 2018 were marred by political discussions on whether the pre-existing condition should be allowed in insurance coverage. According to the author, the Republicans have tried to exploit the health care provisions of ACA to advance their campaigns, which is wrong (Kapur, 2018). After they are elected, politicians will have the right platforms in the Congress or Senate to discuss and argue their points, but in the public rallies and meetings, they should confine their arguments to what they want to make different for their constituent or what new thing that they want to bring. 
Lastly, the total disagreement that the ACA is bad and should not be implemented, without noticing the good points in it is another shortcoming of the Republicans’ view on health care debate. As Jones, Bradley, and Oberlander (2014) explain, the uncertainty in the political environment has reduced the chances of successful implementation of ACA and health care reforms. According to Krugman (2018), politicians make promises, which in most cases turn out to be empty promises. President Trump, when he took office in early 2017, he promised of the tax cut that would result in soaring wages. This has not happened, almost two years down the line. All politicians know is to make promises, which they have not evaluated whether it will work or not. This is a clear indication that whether they succeed in repealing the ACA, there is nothing better that will come out of it. 
Summary of Interview
I held an interview with my classmate who comes from a different race with me; he is a Caucasian and a big supporter of President Trump. I wanted to know his opinion regarding the Affordable Care Act and whether it is beneficial or disadvantageous to the Americans. Therefore, I took him to lunch, and after we served, we sat at the table, and while we were eating, I asked him about what he was thinking about the ACA, which has created heated debate in the American political arena today. 
My view on the topic was that Affordable Care Act might have shortcomings, but it was generally good for the Americans, especially millions of Americans who cannot access affordable and quality health care services due to the high cost of medication. 
Even though I am not a supporter of either side, but I believe that both sides of the political divide have good and bad points. I realized that his view had been influenced greatly by the political divide as he started by saying that “we cannot pay insurance cover for people who cannot afford it.” I noticed that he was purely political on this issue because there was no single point that he acknowledged that ACA could benefit him or even other Americans. 
After listening to him, I tried to clarify for him some of the benefits of the ACA. For instance, I told him that ACA was not that much worse because generally, it offers affordable quality health care service to Americans who are unable to obtain insurance cover due to financial incapability. 
However, along with the interview, he clarified for me something that I tend to agree with. He said that imposing heavy taxation on employers to cater for insurance coverage for those who cannot access it is discouraging investors. I realized that he had some point there, but he was still blinded by the political discussions on the topic, where one side of the political divide sees itself very right and the other also sees itself very right; no one wants to accept the shortcomings. 
Summary of Findings
In summary, this essay has identified and explained the different viewpoints of Democrats and Republicans on the debate over health care reforms in the United States. As discussed in the paper, both political divides have some good points and also bad points. However, despite the differences, one thing that both sides share is the use of public policy debates to advance political careers. Each side may have expressed their satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the implementation of ACA, but the way they carry out the debate is compromising the validity and credibility of their views. This information can help the public understand that politicians make promises that they do not keep. Therefore, one can use this information to make future political decisions, especially during elections. As mentioned in the discussion, the Democrats may have shortcomings, but at least their ACA proposal has been working for the past five years since its implementation. Millions of Americans have been registered through the ACA; therefore, one can make the right decision on what side serves his or her interest. Many people make decisions during elections based on who they think they like or who is popular or famous than the others. However, they fail to consider the issues and facts about the social, political and economic problems that they face. As seen in the viewpoints from both sides, politicians often campaign and after they go to the House of Representative or Congress, they seem to forget why they went there. This information can help a voter make the decision and chose whoever he or she thinks is representing his or her concerns.
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